arms pushers at the sheraton

The arms pushers are having conventions at the Washington, D.C. Sheraton hotel! The pushers are weapons companies and arms merchants. The addicts are nations of the Third World. But, unlike the situation with heroin or crack, there are no narcotics agents waiting to bust the dealers at the point of sale.

Each fall weapons companies from all over the U.S. gather to display and advertise their wares to our own government and to foreign countries. In effect, it's an ARMS BAZAAR. The result is contracts and sales to many nations.

From 1977 to 1986, 400 billion dollars worth of weapons were sold internationally. Third World recipients have accounted for an increasing share of all weapons sold, up from 36 percent in 1963 to 80 percent in 1986.

When an underdeveloped country buys weapons, its neighbors often feel that they must buy weapons of their own. In this way Third World nations become addicted to arms. The results are disastrous.

There are now about forty armed conflicts worldwide, more than at any other time in recorded history. These "little wars" are longer‑lasting and more lethal than ever, because they are fought with high‑tech weapons purchased from industrialized nations. For example, at least 27 countries have sold weapons to both sides in the Iran‑Iraq conflict since it began in 1980. The U.S. is among them.

Yet Third World countries are the least able to afford these weapons. Whenever an underdeveloped country purchases arms, some of its own people's basic needs go unmet. The Third World purchased many weapons in the 1970's when credit was easy to obtain; now they are unable to pay back these debts. Thus the arms trade has contributed significantly to the Third World debt crisis. Ultimately, only the weapons companies profit; many of these are present each year at the Air Force and Army Arms Bazaars.

How is the Arms Bazaar any different, morally, from a big drug deal? Why should the planet's people tolerate the arms trade?
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