STOP THE KILLING OF IRAQI CHILDREN ! END THE ECONOMIC SANCTIONS AGAINST IRAQ !

We, members of the Atlantic Life Comrnunit, and ether peace and justice groups, come to the White House today to demand an immediate end to the immoral UN/US economic sanctions against Iraq. We cal] for a withdraw! of all US forces and weapons from the Persian Gulf and for an end to US military threats against Iraq. We also call for the elimination of all weapons of mass destruction everywhere in the world, beginning with the US, the world's # I nuclear superpower and arms dealer.

Sanctions Kill! Since sanctions were imposed on Iraq in 1990, the UN estimates that 1.5 million Iraqis, including over 700,000 children, have died as a ~iYCt resu!' of rcc r cmic sanct zinc. According to UNICEF, 4,500 Iraqi children die each month from malnutrition and preventable diseases as a result of the sanctions. One million Iraqi children are now severely malnourished. These kids have names: Zahra, Khafar, Ann and Nora. The cruel reality is that these kids have been deemed expendable by US ard UN policy makers. The UN ' Oil for Food ' deal has failed to ease the suffering of the Iraqi people Most equipment and spare parts that Iraq needs to rebuild its infrastructure, which was destroyed when the US dropped 88,000 tons of bombs on Iraq in 1991, are prohibited. Most of the Iraqi water supply is contaminated. The vast majority of Iraqis live on a semi‑starvation diet. The sanctions have only served to strengthen the Iraqi regime while punishing the innocent. The economic sanctions against Iraq are an act of counter‑population warfare which is prohibited under international law. We appeal to the Clinton Administration, to Congress, and to all people of goodwill, to see the Iraqi people as cur sisters and brothers, and to recognize that we are all children of the same Creator. The life of am Iraqi child is as precious before God as an American child.

What can you do? Organize a teach‑in in your area, write Letters to your newspaper. organize a nonviolent action in your community, support groups working to end the Iraqi sanctions, and demand that your congressperson join the 25 congressional representatives who have sigrted the "Conyer's" letter to President Clinton calling for an end to the economic sanctions. We who have a voice must speak for the voiceless. We nudist act mlw to save lives and end the genocidal economic sanctions against Iraq. Please join us.

''The blockade imposed on us has impovenshcd our people, depriving the poor of even plain bread and simple mcdicincs. Basra, Iraq's second largest city, has no potable water supply and littic cicctricity Epidemics rage, talking away infants and sicl: by the thousands. Those children who survive disease succumb to malnutrition. which stunts their physical and mental development. Our situation is unbearable!'‑ Gabriel Kassab, Archbishop of Southern Iraq

              THE WCAP0N THAT

              KEEPS  KILLING
This vigil is sponsored by the Atlantic Life Community. For more info call: 202‑882‑9649

